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(54) INFORMATION PROVIDING AMOUNT CONTROL SYSTEM 
(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically provide 
information in amounts readable by a user within a 
limited time, 

SOLUTION: An electronizing server 1 electronizes 
article information distributed in an SGML format from a 
newspaper company. The article information is received 
by a receiving server 3. and the count value of the 
number of characters of each article and the received 
article information is transmitted to an editing server 9. 
User terminals 51 -5n are provided with an individual 
newspaper function and a mail distributing function, and 
users subscribe to a page developed on a web server 1 1 
by logging-in the server 1 1. An editing server 9 allows 
the server 11 to hold all the articles of electronic 
newspaper converted into an HTML format by page units 
by assigning one page to each article. The count value of 

the number of characters of each article is held in the ^ vr-^- I - ^v^" ""^ -i — ^ 

server 1 1 as information amounts (x) specific to each 
page. Each page is developed on the server 11. The 

editing server 9 collects the articles obtained by the server 11, obtains a reading time (y) of the 
page by the user, derives the correlation between the reading time (y) and the information 
amounts (x) of the newspaper articles, calculates the information amounts (x) suited to the 
reading time (y), and provides a time designation service through the server 1 1 to the user 
terminals. 
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[Claim 1] An information providing amount control method 
applied to a system which provides information from a server 
to a user, characterized by comprising means for selecting 
information from among a plurality of information stored in said 
server in a certain amount suitable for the reading time 
designated by said user and providing the same to said user. 



[Claim 4] The information providing amount control method 
according to any one of Claims 1 to 3, characterized by further 
comprisingmeans for computing the amount of information readable 
in a reading time designated by said user. 



[Claim 10] The information providing amount control method 
according to any one of Claims 1-9, characterized in that said 
information providing means selects information from among a 
plurality of information stored in said server in such amount 
as computed by said information amount computing means. 



[0005] 

The object of this invention is to provide an information 
providing amount control method, which automatically provides 
as much information as a user can read within a limited period 
of time . 
[0006] 

[Means for solving the problem] 

The information providing amount control method according to 
this invention applied to a system which provides information 
from a server to a user, and comprises means for selecting 
information from among a plurality of information stored in the 
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server in a certain amount suitable for the reading time 
designated by a user and providing the same to the user. 
[0007] 

According to the configuration mentioned above, information 
automatically selected in an amount suitable for a user' s reading 
time is provided in accordance with the designation of the time 
by the user . Accordingly, a user is automatically provided with 
as much information as he/she can surely read within said reading 
time, without designation of the information amount which is 
considered that a user can read within a limited reading time. 
[0008] 

In a preferred embodiment of this invention, said information 
may relate to various article information converted into an 
electronic form, where each article is assigned a page and stored 
per page basis. The amount of information in such a case refers 
to the number of characters contained in each article stored 
per page basis. 
[0009] 

In this embodiment, means for computing the amount of information 
which can be read by a user in the reading time he/she designates 
is also provided. This information amount computing means 
collects data on the article accessed by the user, number of' 
characters contained in the article, time when the article was 
accessed, and name of the accessing user, and figures out the 
reading time of respective user for respective article . Further, 
the information amount computing means figures out a reading 
time of a user in respect of an article by approximating the 
time when the user completed reading the article he/she just 
accessed to the time when the user starts reading another article 
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he/she is to access. 
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